
INSIDE Nike

By :Lidia Limon 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.flatspot.com/store/images/nike_sb_footwear/09_jan/nike_sb_dunk_hi_twin_peaks_x.jpg&imgrefurl=http://flatspot.com/wordpress/?tag=nike-sb&usg=__5-VDknn3LjkQqjo8uA9X5LTIkRg=&h=310&w=410&sz=98&hl=en&start=40&tbnid=Opmk26sdaSpddM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=nike+sign&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=20
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freshnessmag.com/v4/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/nike-id-zoom-kobe-iv-03.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.freshnessmag.com/2009/01/16/nike-zoom-kobe-iv-21-mercer/&usg=__AYUG-d2UDQDudYG0csbnWQ0uu1w=&h=325&w=490&sz=29&hl=en&start=30&tbnid=pvwF-2MwJzvmDM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=nike+sign&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=20
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://webmarketrblog.files.wordpress.com/2008/11/nike_trainers.jpg&imgrefurl=http://webmarketrblog.wordpress.com/2008/11/30/nike-uks-40-discount-code-innocent-leak-or-first-class-guerilla-marketing/&usg=__z3jOk84ITqKV4ARJb5X5IEvJWDs=&h=750&w=632&sz=145&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=fzGpTdmfM789XM:&tbnh=141&tbnw=119&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.freshnessmag.com/v4/wp-content/uploads/2008/01/nike-dunk-website.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.freshnessmag.com/2008/01/17/nike-dunk-website-be-true-now-live/&usg=__X-6p0M-yop-WRLX9KgRGJT_pBKA=&h=368&w=490&sz=27&hl=en&start=18&tbnid=uqrhspe5CvfHVM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sneakernews.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/nike-terminator-safari-qk-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sneakernews.com/2008/04/29/nike-terminator-high-quickstrike-color-pack/&usg=__V-jdKVPsQNqSugiPkbagyebOTuI=&h=463&w=570&sz=54&hl=en&start=36&tbnid=eaYjg14xYe5k-M:&tbnh=109&tbnw=134&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.footy-boots.com/rooney-nike-poster/Rooney%2520Nike%2520Large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nbrightside.com/blog/2006/06/26/the-crucifixion-of-wayne-rooney&usg=__hvZIHFZ53LZpqcMZhamtaOrJU5c=&h=699&w=1400&sz=62&hl=en&start=43&tbnid=fldflnBXkfrBbM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D40
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/graphics/2007/10/23/bcnnike123.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thekeyinfluencer.wordpress.com/category/nike/&usg=__kZly4NEBZZfEg1YuEA9l1Gfi07g=&h=449&w=300&sz=27&hl=en&start=8&tbnid=2rKFd1JJdTF5vM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=85&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%2Bsoccor%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://allizonn12.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/nike-total90-omni-soccer-ball.jpg&imgrefurl=http://allizonn12.wordpress.com/2009/06/05/i-love/&usg=__ZYnBq1_tCZHWhaCu0WEqBZgruEg=&h=384&w=428&sz=13&hl=en&start=11&tbnid=Jz5FJqkcDQbHAM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%2Bsoccor%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.diytrade.com/cdimg/550806/5732547/0/1220282039/Nike_Soccer_boot_football_shoes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.diytrade.com/china/4/products/4110126/Nike_Soccer_boot_football_shoes.html&usg=__WP8M_XJLu95bbmlNm7nBfZ-Otwo=&h=375&w=500&sz=17&hl=en&start=14&tbnid=UqhfVEO0tDP7eM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnike%2Bsoccor%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den


What?
• Blue Ribbon Sports was founded by Philip H. Knight and his coach 

William  Bowerman in January 1964. 

• In 1962 Nike became an imagination product of Philip H. Knight

• Philip H. Knight a Stanford University business graduate who was a 

member of the track team as an undergraduate at the University of 

Oregon. 

• In a trip to Japan Knight got in touch with a Japanese firm that made 

athletic shoes the Onitsucka Tiger Co., and arranged to import 

products to the U.S. 

• Knight was assured that the Japanese running shoes could became 

significant competitors for the German products (at the time dominated 

the American market)



What?

• Bowerman put in $500 to equal Kinght’s 

investment. 

• Bowerman had  long been experimented 

with running shoes for the team (worked 

with runners to improve the design of 

protoytpe Blue Ribbon Sports ( BRS) 

shoes. 

• 1986 Bowerman’s efforts first paid off in 

1968, when a shoe known as the Cortez 

became a hit. He was the designer. 



Road to Glory

• Blue Ribbon Sports sold 1,300 pairs of Japanese running shoes in 1964 for 
the first year the gross was $8,000. 

• 1965 the company had full- time employees and sales had reached 
$20,000. 

• 1966 the company rented the first retail space right next to a beauty salon 
in Santa Monica, CA. 

• 1967 sales became fast growing and BRS expanded to the East Coast 
(Massachusetts) 



In the 1970’s

• By the end of the decade sales were approximately at $ 300,000. 

• 1971 Blue Ribbon was to manufacture its own line of products overseas. 

• Blue Ribbon becomes NIKE which is  the Greek goddess of Victory.

• A year later BRS broke partnership with Japanese partner after a 
disagreement over distribution. 

• 1972 U.S. Olympic Trials the Nike brand is promoted for the first time 

• Nike shoes were geared to the serious athlete and their high performance 
as well as price

• Also, the company enters its first foreign market in Canada



What’s Next?

• In first year of distribution the company’s grossed to $ 

1.96million and corporate staff arose to 45. 

• Operations were expanding in Canada followed by Australia 

in 1974.

• At the 1976 Olympic Trials Nike was being worn by rising 

athletic stars such as: Llie Natasae and Jimmy Connors. 

• At this time the company’s growth was taking off. Worldwide 

sells were almost $5million 

• To keep up with the demand the company opened new 

factories in Korea, Maine and Taiwan.



Nike all Over

• In 1979 Nike sold almost half the running shoes bought in the 
United States 

• First line of clothing is launched 

• Company moved into a new world headquarters that was built in 
Beaverton, Oregon 

• Wanted expansion in the Europe market 

• It establishes factories in China in 1981.

• Nike shoes gained substantial share for basketball shoes and 
tennis shoes 

• Also, benefited stable sales from apparel 



Important Dates

• 1985 Nikes signs Michael Jordan to endorse a version if its Air shoe- Air 
Jordan

• 1988Cole Hann which was the maker of casual and dress shoes says: Just 
Do It

• 1990 First Nike town retail outlet opens in Portland, Oregon

• 1995 Company signs with Tiger Woods to a 20year $40million 
endorsement deal

• 1999 Nike beings selling its products directly to consumers in website



Child Labor?

• In October 20,2001 the multimillion dollar sportswear company admitted 
“we blew it”

• Knight reported that 10 year old children were making shoes, footballs 
and clothing in Pakistan and Cambodia

• Tried to convince that they were “accidentally” hired 

• Biggest mistake was in Pakistan 1995 when they employed children but 
not they must take that worker out of the factory and pay him/her a 
wage, provide an education and re-hire them when they are old enough. 

• Nike took action by reducing child labor



What else?

• The brand name company has been criticized  for contracting with 
factories in China, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Mexico. 

• Vietnam Labor Watch, an group activist exclaimed that Nike had violated 
minimum wage 

• Nike was been criticized for ads that empower women in the U.S. but in 
East Asian factories women feel disempowered 

• Along with Timbland, Reebok and other well know brands Nike 
contributes to Global Warming 



Change?

• July 2008 an investigation took place by the Australian Channel found that 
a big number of cases involving forced labor and bad working conditions 

• Industry negatively impacts on the environment

• But according to a New-England environmental organization Nike ranks 
among the top 3 companies on a a climate-friendly companies

• Earth Day 2008 Steve Nash wore Nike’s Trash Talk shoe that was made by 
pieces of wasted leather 



The Promise

Nikes Corporation Mission 
Statement:

ñTo be the worldôs leading sports and 
fitness companyò 


